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LAW SCHOOL REPORT

So much to celebrate!
Highlights from our big events during the 2018-19 academic year

Our newest Jaeckle Award winner
Feb. 1 at the Buffalo Club

R

aising the bar: In recognition of the trails she has blazed and the many
fans she has inspired, Ann E. Evanko ’79 received the 2019 Edwin F.
Jaeckle Award, the highest honor given by the law school and the UB Law
Alumni Association. The first female attorney hired by Hurwitz & Fine P.C. in
1979, Evanko is now the firm’s president and managing member.

“ When I entered the practice of law 40 years ago, the
landscape for women lawyers was very different than it is
2018–19 LAA President Marc W. Brown ’99,
now. It was not an even playing field, as much as we expected Ann E. Evanko ’79 and Dean Aviva Abramovsky
and wanted it to be. So we did something about it. We networked,
Watch a
supported each other, became partners in law firms, bureau chiefs at
video of the
presentation
the D.A.’s office and entered the world of politics working to change
of the
laws unfavorable to women and children. And by doing so, we
2019 Jaeckle
Award
strengthened community.”
— Ann E. Evanko ’79

BPILP’s 24th Annual Auction
March 1 at the Admiral Room,
Buffalo

T

he vibe was cool and the
merchandise was hot, as the Buffalo
Public Interest Law Program raised
some solid support for students who’ll
work in the public interest this summer.
BPILP fellowships and grants offset
living expenses, allowing law students to
make a real difference and hone their
practice skills. This summer, BPILP fellows
and grant recipients worked for district
attorneys, public defenders, the state attorney
general and federal district court judges.

2019 OUTLaw Dinner
March 8 at Chef’s Restaurant, Buffalo

U

B School of Law’s LGBTQ+ community and allies gathered to
toast another successful year of educating and advocating
for dignity, equality and justice. OUTLaw honored the MOCHA
Center (Men of Color Health Awareness Project) in Buffalo and
De’Jon Hall ’16 for his outstanding activism as MOCHA’s
manager. Founded in 1996 and going strong, the MOCHA Center
connects LGBTQ people of color with events and programs that
promote healthy, sex-positive living.

Michael G. Ryman ’21 and
Breanna C. Reilly ’19
Alexandra S. Balmer ’19 with
Natasha Soto, accepting the
award on behalf of De’Jon
Hall ’16

Kenyon Baker of the
MOCHA Center with
Chelsea I. Gonzalez ’19
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FLASHBACK
Students of
Color
Dinner,
circa 1992

The 2019 candle-lighting ceremony

30th Annual Students of
Color Dinner
April 11 at the Buffalo Marriott
Niagara

O

ne of the law school’s most treasured annual events, the
Students of Color Dinner celebrated 30 years of
honoring those who lead efforts to advance diversity and
equality in the legal profession. This year’s honorees were a
notable group: Hon. Lisa Bloch Rodwin ’85, Erie County
Family Court; Tiﬀany R. Perry ’00, Erie County Family Court;
Nate T. Yohannes ’12, Microsoft Corp.; Jacqueline Rushton,
retired senior legislative assistant to the Buffalo Common
Council; UB School of Law Associate Professor Christine
Bartholomew; Vikki L. Pryor ’78, Change Create
Transform LLC; and the Minority Bar Foundation.

Our 2019 Discover Law class with Dean Aviva Abramovsky
(seated in center), Assistant Dean Tolulope Odunsi (standing in center)
and Hon. Betty Calvo-Torres ’98 (far right)

Discover Law
Opening Ceremony, June 2 at the law school

T

hey came from colleges in New York, Georgia, Louisiana,
Maryland and Mississippi – talented and diverse undergraduates
exploring the possibility of a career in law. Our highly successful
pipeline program, Discover Law, began its seventh season with a
festive welcome.

View photos
from our
events

Class of 2019 members of the Law Review

Buﬀalo Law Review Dinner
April 25 at the Park Country Club,
Buffalo

A

lot of ink has graced the pages of the Buffalo Law
Review in its 60+year run, and this year’s 30th annual
dinner celebrated that distinguished history. Law Review
editors honored Hon. Craig D. Hannah ’95, Buffalo City Court,
and James P. Kennedy ’88, U.S. Attorney for the Western
District of New York, for their work and their contributions to the
law school, the Review and the legal community.

FLASHBACK
Buffalo Law Review
Editorial Board, 1951-52

